
Recreational & Commercial Harvest 

from Lake Superior, 1995-2023 

Great Lakes Fishery Commission 

Lake Superior Committee 

2025 Upper Lakes Meeting 

March 2025 



Contributing agencies: 

Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Natural Resources Department 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 

Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Natural Resources Department 

Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission  

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community Natural Resources Department 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

Bay Mills Indian Community Biological Services Department 

Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians Natural Resources Services 

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 



The Lake Superior Technical Committee consolidated recreational fishery harvest (in 
round pounds) estimated from creel surveys conducted by management agencies at 
various access point around Lake Superior. In years where recreational harvest was 
provided in numbers of fish, species-specific mean weights were used to convert 
numbers of fish to harvest in round pounds. Recreational fishery harvest is not 
estimated in Ontario waters of Lake Superior.  

Reported commercial harvest was provided by state, tribal and provincial agencies in 
either round or dressed pounds. Where available, subsistence harvest was combined 
with commercial harvest. Harvest reported in dressed pounds was converted to round 
pounds using a conversion factor of 1.15 for Round Whitefish, 1.2 for Deepwater Ciscos, 
1.15 for Smelt and 1.25 for all other species. Grand Portage commerical harvest not 
included for 2023. 

**2020 recreational harvest estimates may be incomplete due to gaps in creel survey 
programs caused by the COVID-19 pandemic** 

All data are provisional and not for citation. 
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Lake Whitefish

Figure 1. Reported commercial harvest of Lake Whitefish by management unit in 2023.
Commercial harvest was reported by state, tribal and provincial agencies.
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Cisco

Figure 2. Reported commercial harvest of Lean Lake Trout by management unit in 2023. 
               Commercial harvest was reported by state, tribal and provincial agencies.
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Figure 3. Reported commercial harvest of Lean Lake Trout by management unit in 2023. 
Commercial harvest was reported by state, tribal and provincial agencies.
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